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WHEN….Useless© 
 

Scripture: Colossians 3:23 NIV - Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 

as working for the Lord, not for men  

 

Webster: useless - having no purpose or use, worthless 

 

One of life’s toughest feelings in life comes when we want to do something, 

particularly for God, but for one reason or another are not be able to do it.  Maybe 

you’re physically or mentally or financially unable or circumstances haven’t 

permitted it. 
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Or perhaps you just aren’t quite sure what it is but something left undone in 

your life is really bugging you.  Everyone else seems to have found their niche, 

their job to do, their ministry or their somebody to be there for and you feel very 

much alone, unfulfilled, useless. 

Take heart, my friend, you’re in the preparation phase of God’s plan for 

your life.  And what you do in that stage can be as, if not more important than what 

you do when you get to the focused action part, when you at last get the go ahead 

to “do.”  And we humans, especially we Christians it seems, think we should be 

able to see far enough down the road to know what all the preparation is for.  But 

where is the faith in that? To strengthen the spirit with prayer, renew the mind with 

the Word, get the body in shape with rest, good diet and exercise - to be prepared 

for whatever the Lord has waiting, that’s faith (and hard work too). 

You may not know what your mission is till you get there.  And what if after 

all your preparation (possibly years of it), you find His assignment is something 

simple and unglamorous -- like intercessory prayer for example.  If done with all 

you have to give, it is as precious and worthwhile to Him as was the ministry of 

Peter and Paul. 

So go on preparing with the same enthusiasm, anticipation, focus, and 

energy as if you knew exactly where you were going and how to get there.  You will 

find that the preparation is in and of itself a ministry and joy to your Lord .....and 

to you. 

When I stand one day before Jesus, 

He won’t ask what great deeds did I do; 

But He’ll look at my life and search it to see 

If I did what He asked me to. 

 

Pattern for Prayer: Father, You made me and whether I’m where I am because I 

followed your path or strayed out on my own, I know if I ask, you will use me right 

where I am.  Help me not to compare my fruit with that of others but to be content 

to bloom where I am planted.  Thy will be done. Amen. 
 

 


