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PARABLE OF THE UNTAPPED RESOURCE 

(Holy Spirit at Work) 

 

 Many years ago a wonderful innovation in traffic lights was installed at an 

intersection I drive through on my way to work. To trigger the light to change from red to 

green, I had to stop within a specified distance of a sign along the road.  I didn’t realize 

that this gadget had been installed, of course. (No. I didn’t see the huge sign to my right 

written in plain English and bold letters announcing it). 

 Consequently, I waited as usual for the light to change to green.  Several minutes 

passed and the cars behind me were getting impatient.  I remember thinking, “What’s 

their problem?  Do they want me to go through a red light?”  I was just about to try to 

turn around and cut through a business parking lot when the driver behind me tapped on 

the window and pointed to the sign.  I felt like two cents, pulled up two feet, and the light 

turned green. 

 This was a lesson in alertness and humility for sure but also a spiritual lesson.  

God is at every intersection of our lives ready to tell us to “stop – there is danger” or “go, 

everything is clear,” or “caution – be alert here.”  But I need to trigger my hearing those 

instructions by activating the Holy Spirit in my life.  After all, it’s His job to warn, 

encourage, protect, and guide. 

 If I just plod through life managing as best I can without His power, warning, and 

direction, I can get into a heap of trouble by proceeding when I should wait or staying in 

“park” when I need to move ahead. 

 So how do I “activate” this wonderful resource?  First, I need to have the right to 

have Him active in my life.  That happens when Jesus Christ becomes my Lord.  Second, 

I need to know who He is.  That happens through the Word, Witness, and Prayer. Third, I 

need to ask him to be there – active and in control. 

 Are you holding up traffic and all God wants to do through you and the Holy 

Spirit working together?  Move ahead and “the light will turn green.” 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  Acts. 1:8 (NIV):  But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 


