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PARABLE OF THE TEMPESTUOUS TIP 

(Giving Cheerfully) 

 

 Every week day morning at exactly 7:30 a.m. on his way to work, Jerry stopped at 

a coffee & donut drive-thru for his morning cup of coffee.  It was several blocks out of 

his way, but they had the best coffee in town and to Jerry it was well worth the extra gas 

and time.  The girl at the window always had a smile for him even though her day had 

started at 5 a.m. and Jerry would give her $1.25 for his $.75 cup of coffee with a wink 

and “have a super day.” 

 One day on his normal drive up to the window, Jerry noticed on the order sign 

that coffee was $1.25.  He asked when the price had gone up.  It seems it had been at the 

new rate for over a month.  Jerry griped about the increase, paid $1.25 and drove off. 

             Now, Jerry had been paying $1.25 all along.  The amount he paid out hadn’t 

changed.  The quality of the coffee hadn’t changed, the distance between the drive-thru 

and work hadn’t changed.  So what did change?  Before the price increase, Jerry had the 

satisfaction of a good cup of coffee plus giving a tip to a little gal trying to make a living 

for her family.  After the price change, he had the same good cup of coffee but the extra 

$.50 became a burden instead of a joy because it was required and no longer an option.  

When Jerry stopped tipping because the price was too high, who was the loser here?  

Everyone but the coffee company. 

 Do we look at our service to God like a $.75 cup of coffee?  If things go well in 

our life, do we “tip” God with a thank you, a coin in the offering plate, a smile, and a 

kind word?  And when life gets a bit tougher, things don’t go as planned, and it costs a 

little more to keep that good attitude and cheerful disposition, do we make God and 

others pay the price?   

 God doesn’t change.  He’s always there offering the same “good cup of coffee” as 

he always did. Do you ever withhold your love, your prayers, a good deed toward others 

or a word of kindness because you’ve “had a bad day” or “it’s just asking too much” of 

you?  Who’s the loser here?  Everyone. 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  Matthew 10:8b:...freely ye have received, freely give. 


