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PARABLE OF THE SILENT SONGBIRD 

(Giving God Our All) 

 

 The label on the suet cake laced with seed maintained it would attract songbirds 

of every kind, even ones that would not come to a feeder.  I so enjoy hearing the birds 

sing.  The possibility of hearing more of those sweet songs was irresistible.  So I bought 

two cakes and cages to hold them and hung them just off the back porch.  Each evening I 

would check for peck marks that would let me know the birds had located my gift. 

 After several days, the suet had indeed been found .....but not by songbirds.  

Instead, a large group of noisy, unmannerly, grackles consumed both cakes in one day.  

Had a songbird been around, he most certainly would never have approached nor 

attempted to sneak a peck in between the grackle visits. So had my gesture been a 

failure?  It all goes back to my motive, of course.  If my sole purpose was to hear a sweet 

song, it most certainly failed.  If it was to feed the birds (without discrimination), it had 

succeeded. 

 When God has blessed us with resources, talents, time, and health, are we 

selective as to how we use them and who will benefit from them? Perhaps we have gone 

so far as to commit them for use in His kingdom, but have we given them to Him to use 

as and where He chooses?  Or have we perhaps unconsciously attached a condition that 

He use them only in ways of our choosing?  Moreover, have we restricted the recipients 

to those who are more likely to be appreciative or who will give back (those who will 

give us a “sweet song” so to speak)? 

 In other words, do we give God “our all” and then tell Him what to do with it?  As 

with my suet gesture, motive is everything.  Certainly we need to pray and not just 

carelessly throw our money and talents out there hoping they end up being used to glorify 

God. But if we hold them back because we don’t approve of where or how or for whom it 

looks like God is leading us to use them, we have lost the blessing of giving and so has 

the recipient for whom God intended them.   

 When we give to God, we must take our hands off and yield our will to God’s and 

not try to squeeze His into ours.  And that is a decision we make, not a goal we “aim for.”  

If God chooses to use us to minister to noisy, ungrateful, pushy grackle-type people, isn’t 

that up to Him?   

 A personal observation:  the grackles will always outnumber the songbirds. 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  Luke 14:13-14 (NAS):  But when you give a 

reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, since 

they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous. 


