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PARABLE OF THE PHANTOM PHOTO 

(Opportunity Lost) 

 

 I had lost it.  But how could it have happened?  The spot in the photo album 

where it lay for 35 years was empty and nowhere to be found.  This one-of-a-kind picture 

of my children when they were very young had been one of my most treasured memories.  

Had I loaned it to one of them, taken it out to show to someone, the album been jostled in 

my most recent move and the picture fallen out?  Why hadn’t I had it duplicated when it 

was first developed?  Why had I not saved the negative or at the very least had the picture 

framed?  All of the “why’s” and “if only I had’s” in the world couldn’t bring it back.  It 

was gone. 

 Have you ever found yourself on the lost end of an opportunity to be used by 

God?  Perhaps you’d been praying for weeks for an open door to share your faith or be 

used by God to minister to someone or just sensed a real need to “hear from the Holy 

Spirit.”  Then suddenly He makes you aware that your prayer had indeed been 

answered… and you had missed it.  Perhaps you were preoccupied with something else 

or were too busy to see it slip by but it did.  Other opportunities will certainly come but 

that particular one is gone. 

 Then you think, “If only I had turned off the television for an hour and spent the 

time with God or opened up the Word instead of the Internet.”  Let’s face it.  To pray to 

be used of God to further His kingdom and then sit back and wait is a little like my 

longing to have that photo in my possession again, praying I will find it, and then making 

no effort to locate it myself. 

 Opportunities to serve are everywhere.  Perhaps God does have a special 

assignment for you.  But instead of waiting for that special one to fall into your lap, 

prepare for it with prayer and the Word and serve wherever you are right now.  It’s “as 

we go” that God uses us.  We can trust God to close doors to those opportunities not in 

His timing and leave open those He wants us to walk through.  We can be waiting on 

God’s spirit as we prepare and serve. 

 And may we never find ourselves having to seek God’s forgiveness because we 

missed the mission He sent while waiting for a better one.  “Gone forever” applies to 

more than a lost photograph. 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  John 9:4 (KJV): I must work the works of him that 

sent me, while it is day: the night cometh when no man can work. 


