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PARABLE OF THE OBEDIENT OPENER 

(Faith Prayers) 

 

 As my car approaches my driveway, I push a button on my overhead visor and by the 

time I get to the garage, the door is open and I can drive right in. Not having to get out of my car 

to open the door is mighty nice on a ten-degree winter evening in Ohio. 

 Sometimes I catch myself trying to push God’s button with prayer and expect everything 

to be A-OK by the time I get to the problem with little effort or sacrifice on my part.   

 Certainly God wants us to pray, and to pray before trouble comes is even better.  But 

sometimes there’s a vast difference between praying with boldness and authority and praying 

with a demanding attitude.  The wise Christian learns the difference. 

 When my garage door opens, it’s not because I had told it to and not because I had a good 

attitude.  It opened because when my finger pushed the button, the connection was made and the 

signal activated.  What does it take to connect to God?  The Word says, “faith.”  Not faith that 

the answer will come just as requested, not faith that He will not make me go through the hard 

spot I see up ahead but faith in the Answerer, the One who does the answering, faith that He will 

be in control and that nothing will come to me that has not first been sifted through His wisdom 

and love.  What a source of peace! 

 I am well aware that some preachers and evangelists disagree:  “Name it and claim it,” is 

their message.  Certainly Moses and David and Paul and Jesus did not agree with that line of 

thought.  They all had prayers denied.  They made their requests and left them with God; they 

did not quote scripture about God’s character and His promises and thank Him for giving them 

what they just asked for.  They used prayer to activate the faith that God used but left the results 

to the One in control.  And I wouldn’t be so bold as to say any of them lacked enough faith to get 

their prayers answered, as some surmise. 

 To push the button of prayer is good; to expect God to answer is good.  We’re right on 

target with both but to demand that He answer our way and on our timetable and when He 

doesn’t to say we didn’t have enough faith is not scriptural.  Make the connection with a prayer 

of faith.  Leave the results with God.  That’s the faith God uses. 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  Matthew 26:42:  He (Jesus) went away again the second time, 

and prayed, saying, “O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy 

will be done.” 

 


