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PARABLE OF THE FAITHFUL FURNACE 

(Friendship Maintenance) 

 

 There’s nothing more gratifying that to purchase and/or assemble something new 

and have it function the way it’s supposed.  And there’s nothing more frustrating than 

when it doesn’t.  That’s true whether it’s a toy, a hair dryer or a computer.  I have this 

wonderful furnace at my house.  Maybe you have one too.  In the basement is this big, 

bulky metal thing with big round pipes connected to it that run everywhere across the 

ceiling.  

 Upstairs where I do most of my living is a tiny round thing with numbers on it 

called a thermostat.  I just turn it to the temperature I would like it to be in the house and 

presto, the big thing downstairs starts to work away and before long, I’m comfy cozy. 

 Sometimes I wish friendship could be that way.  I pick the time to turn it on and 

off and whether I want it cool or hot that day or just comfy cozy.  My faithful friend 

would just adapt to my desire of the moment.  If I wanted to talk and not do, he would sit 

for hours and just chat.  If I wanted to do and not talk, we would enjoy some activity with 

hardly a word spoken.  My friend would never not function properly, never give me 

excuses of being too tired, and never, never break down and not be able to do the job of 

being a friend. 

 But furnaces just don’t work that way and neither do friendships.  A true friend 

has a servant heart – always willing to set aside personal desires and even needs in order 

to be there in the name of friendship.  And by nature, all parties involved have to 

contribute equally.  A furnace needs cleaned and maintained, inspected regularly for 

potential problems, the filters changed, etc.  Friendships too need regular maintenance.  

There must be no build up of unresolved differences and no chance for the filth of 

dishonesty or selfishness to clog up the flow of love and trust.  And even a hint of a 

wedge coming between needs to be dealt with long before it appears.   

 Properly maintained, friendship carries a lifetime warranty. 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  Proverbs 17:17a:  A friend loves at all times. 


