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PARABLE FO THE CONSISTENT CORMORANT 

(Power in Persistence) 

 

 The cormorant (an aquatic bird) is a most consistent and persistent fisherman.  He 

follows the same routine nearly every day.  Just after dawn he flies low over a body of 

water just above the surface and at an angle in relation to the sun that enables him to see 

with his keen eyesight what might be swimming beneath.  Once he picks his spot, he can 

be seen fishing that spot sometimes for hours at a time before moving on.  He dives 

below the surface for 15-20 seconds, surfaces for air, turns his head about looking for 

possible danger or thieving sea gulls, and then ducks below again hoping for a fish but 

accepting whatever comes into his open mouth.  He always surfaces several yards from 

where he went down, looks around, and goes down again. 

 If there is one thing most of us lack, its persistence.  We seem to stumble into 

things instead of planning for them.  Then we stick with them for a short time and if no 

fruit ensues, we bemoan the time and money invested, chalk it up to experience and move 

on to the next thing.  Whether buying a major item, engaging in a business venture or 

dealing with any of a dozen situations that come up every day, slow and easy is not 

descriptive of most of our lifestyles. 

 If we would be more like the cormorant and spend time investigating the options 

first, weighing the chances of success, and counting the possible cost, and then dig into it 

with all we’ve got and stick with it till circumstances make it impossible to continue,  

we’d probably double our chances of success. 

 What do you think the cormorant does when he catches a prize fish?  Gulp it 

down and move on?  Not likely.  He knows where there is one, there may be more so he 

will continue his quest till he is certain he has reaped all he can from that spot or it gets 

too dark or the weather makes it impossible.  We would do well to learn from the 

cormorant. 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  Galatians 6:9 (JBP): Let us not grow tired of doing 

good, for, unless we throw in our hand, the ultimate harvest is assured. 


