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PARABLE OF THE AUTOMATIC AUTO 

(Spiritual Maintenance) 

 

 Our faithful car runs well, never coughs or sputters or fails to start.  In fact, we’ve 

never had any trouble with it, but we still change its oil and filter regularly, and have a 

trained mechanic give it a good going over every 20,000 miles.  Why do we do that when 

it’s running just fine?  Because we want it to stay running well.   

 Spiritual maintenance is something we are also tempted to neglect, especially 

when things seem to be going rather smoothly in our lives.  But God didn’t give us His 

Word to be used to lead someone into His kingdom and then to be put on the shelf until 

needed as a reference book.  He didn’t record Jesus’ getting up before dawn to pray to 

show how holy he was.  And he didn’t give us the indwelling of His Spirit to hide under a 

bushel and bring Him out when we need something. 

 Maintaining our relationship with God is hard work just like any other worthwhile 

relationship and like the automobile, it requires regular maintenance to keep running 

properly.  Here’s a suggested maintenance schedule. 

 Daily:    Prayer & time in the Word; sins confessed  

 Weekly:   Gathering for worship and fellowship with other believers; reaching out 

to someone outside immediate family and church family with the love of Christ 

 Monthly:   Extra Time spent in prayer and the Word to allow the Holy Spirit to do 

some deep down cleaning 

 Annually:   A week end spiritual retreat with other believers or alone with God to 

get your spiritual battery recharged and some accumulated trash cleaned out of your life. 

 

 With this regular maintenance, you will not only run smoothly when the sun is 

shining but be prepared to run safely through the trying storms that come to us all of us. 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  II Timothy 2:15 (NIV): Do your best to present 

yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who 

correctly handles the word of truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


