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WHEN….Prideful© 
 

Scripture: I Peter 5:5b KJV - …be clothed with humility; for God resisteth the 

proud and giveth grace to the humble. 

 

Webster: prideful – full of a sense of one’s own worth or value 

 

 The need for dignity and self worth is built into every human being by the 

Creator Himself.  We all like to hear, “Good job” or, “You really blessed me” or 

at the very least, “Thank you.”  While all of these “pats on the back” can be a 

much-needed source of encouragement, they can also be fuel for self-pride if we 

aren’t careful.  Pride is one of the things God hates (Proverbs 6:16-19) listed right 

there next to a lying tongue and hands that shed innocent blood. 

 A wise voice from the past bemoaned, “Oh, if only I would glory only in the 

things of God and let self die in the dust.”  As Christians, we know there is 

absolutely nothing we “possess” that has not come from God and it all belongs to 

Him – bodies, talents, money,  loved ones.  When we recognize our poverty—that 

we are and have nothing without Him—and are able to keep that fact ever before 

us, only then can we keep pride in its proper place – at the feet of Jesus. 

 But what a hard thing to do.  When our God-given talents or resources or 

ingenuity have been the catalyst for some noteworthy achievement and acclaimed 
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by others for what has been accomplished, to receive the glory is so easy for the 

hours of effort and sacrifices.  But all glory should be given to the One who gave 

the health, intellect, desire and ability to do the thing and any pride should be 

expressed in humble thanksgiving for His having used us to do it. 

 So how do you do this?  PRAYER….before, during and after.  One of the 

purposes of prayer is that it acknowledges our dependence upon God – whether it 

is a prayer of praise or petition or just an exchange of love.   And when we keep 

that God-dependency ever before us, a prideful attitude will become not the 

“natural thing” but the unnatural.  It’s hard to take credit for something you know 

did not come from yourself. 

 

   Proudly I took the award for my deed, 

   My face was all smiles…my heart was cast down. 

   Forgotten was the God who provided the means, 

   The One who deserved the glory and crown. 

 

Pattern for Prayer:  In you alone, Lord, I live and move and have my being.  Help 

me not struggle with that, but remember and rest in the fact that you are the Source 

of everything good that is in or comes from my life and so the One who deserves all 

its glory. 
  

 

 


