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WHEN….Impatient© 
 

Scripture:  Isaiah 40:31 KJV – But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 

strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 

weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 

 

Webster: impatient – restless, unable to tolerate delay 

 

 It has been said that one should never pray for patience because you might 

get what you pray for; that is, God may make you wait indefinitely for the answer 

to your prayer.  We beg to disagree here but would the Word tell us to be patient if 

we were not expected to practice it (James 1:3,4; Hebrews 12:1 )? 

 The Hebrew and Greek roots of the words for “wait” and “patience” as 

they are usually used in the Bible mean a combination of “to bind together” and 

“to cheerfully endure.”  In other words, to be so united with the Lord, that the 

strength we need for the situation at hand will emerge from the binding endurance 

we experience in Christ. 

 So much hurt and devastation has come from hastily made decisions, from 

words spoken in the heat of the moment, from choices made under pressure due to 

time constraints or urgings of family or friends or just a skillful sales person.  
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Unless you are walking ahead of a blazing fire, to rush through anything is usually 

not a good idea.  Rome wasn’t built in a day but it was destroyed in one. 

 Yet it seems to be man’s nature today to want what he wants –NOW!  And as 

soon as he gets it, it’s on to the next thing he wants now – whether getting to work, 

preparing supper for the family, or finding a lifetime companion.  How to get it the 

fastest is the deciding factor rather than what is the most economical or brings the 

best and most lasting results and what about letting God have a part? 

 One disturbing thing about today’s hurry-up, throw-away world is not the 

desire to have more stuff when we want it but that something important gets lost in 

the wait time between the wanting and getting.  And that is time to think, time to 

listen, maybe even time to pray. 

 Are you guilty of exchanging patience for convenience?   

 

   “There’s no time to wait,” I said in haste, 

   And off I charged with the speed of light. 

   The result – a mess that can’t be fixed. 

   The words, “too late” haunt me day and night. 

 

Pattern for Prayer:  I want to do your will, Lord.  It’s sometimes, “yes,” 

sometimes, “no,” and sometimes, “wait.”  But if I’m too impatient to pray, how 

can I know which it is.  Teach me to stay bound to the One who knows the way. 

   
 

 


