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PARABLE OF THE UNIQUE UTENSIL 

(Used by God) 

 

 “I’m shiny, 6 inches long, have a handle with a long hole in it, and lie all day in a 

kitchen drawer with nothing to do.  What am I?  I used to ask that question every day.  

The steak knife next to me got taken out nearly every meal and the big spoon in the next 

compartment was always stirring up something.  In fact, most every utensil in my drawer 

was in and out, used, washed, and returned to its place – all except me. 

 “I began to wonder if I had been purchased by mistake, if I had a purpose at all.  

Then one day I heard someone say, ‘No, not that one,’ as a hand reached for the steak 

knife.  ‘Use what was designed for this job.  Get the potato peeler next to the knife.’ 

 “That was it! I couldn’t believe it – I’m a potato peeler!  Of course, I am.  You 

can’t use me to slice a tomato or stir soup but you shouldn’t peel a potato with a steak 

knife or spoon. You need me to do the job right.” 

 Isn’t that how God has designed each of us?  We each have gifts and abilities, 

even the physical attributes He has chosen so we will be equipped just right to fulfill the 

purpose he has assigned us.  (Read I Corinthians 12:12-31).  Expecting God to use me as 

a preacher when what He designed me for was a wife and mother may be like expecting 

the measuring cup to slice the birthday cake. 

 God knows what we are capable of doing well and what we would mess up trying.  

After all, He made us. Why can’t we just trust His judgment and look before we leap into 

anything – be it spiritual or secular.  We are each unique.  Let’s trust the One who made 

us to use us as He designed us to be used. 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV):  “For I know the plans I have 

for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to give you hope and a future.” 


