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PARABLE OF THE SPOTTED SPECS 

(Flexible for God) 

 

 John and Grace had moved into a new house and were getting pretty much settled and 

into the normal routines that any married couple use to give their lives structure.  But John began 

having problems with his eyeglasses.  Every morning when he got up he would rinse and dry his 

glasses as part of his normal morning routine.  In the evening he would come home and sit down 

to in his favorite chair by his favorite table and read the paper while Grace finished preparing 

dinner.  And nearly every night Grace would hear him make a comment such as, “I don’t how 

my glasses get so dirty just sitting on my face all day in an office.  It must be something about 

this house.”  Then he would wipe them off, put them back on, wipe them off again, and soon 

give up. 

 After several weeks of this, Grace suggested there might be a flaw in the glasses so John 

made a trip to his optometrist and related his problem, pointing to one particular spot on the right 

lens that he seemed never able to get rid of.  The optometrist examined the glasses, cleaned them 

thoroughly, and told John to go home, sit down and read his paper and see if he noticed any 

difference.  Then call him the next day.  This he did and reported that the one spot was still there 

and was he certain there was no scratch on the lens.  The optometrist asked him to do the same 

thing that night he had done the night before but to move his chair to the other side of the table.  

 “What do you think?” John quipped when he called the optometrist the next day.  “The 

spot moved to the other lens.  I’ve been rubbing and cleaning these things like crazy for a month 

and the problem is light reflection, not dirt.  Why didn’t I see that?”  “You did,” the doctor 

replied, “sometimes we just need to look at things from a different perspective.” 

 Aren’t we a bit like John?  We get so caught up in the normal routine of our little corner 

of the world that we inadvertently shut out the things or people that could make life easier for us 

or them or are blind to their needs because we’re concentrating too hard on our own.  We fail to 

see how things are because we know how we think they should be.  And that makes any kind of 

change pretty hard to accept. 

 “You can’t see the forest for the trees” was never more applicable.  It’s so easy to miss 

the needs of others or a different way of doing things when they don’t quite line up with the time 

slot we have available, or the resources we have budgeted elsewhere, or the way we’re used to 

doing things.  Sometimes it takes a tragedy or a sickness that keeps us flat on our backs, or losing 

someone we love, or a financial disaster.  But when we finally see things from a “different 

perspective,” we somehow get more appreciative of what we have – or had -- and are more open 

to possible changes we need to make. 

 Is it time to move your chair to the other side of the table? 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  Psalm 139.23, 24 (Amp):  Search me thoroughly, O God, and 

know my heart!  Try me, and know my thoughts!  And see if there is any wicked or hurtful way 

in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  


