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PARABLE OF THE RESILIENT ROBIN 

(Praying with Purpose) 

 

 The Holy Spirit’s involvement in our prayers is like the robin foraging for bugs 

and worms.  Unlike many other birds, he doesn’t walk about the yard pecking here and 

there hoping to run across a palpable critter that may be on the surface.  Instead he takes 

several short little hops and stops, listening for the sound of movement under the turf.  He 

doesn’t waste time and energy and “dig in” until he detects that movement.  And when 

it’s there, he digs with all the swiftness and strength his little beak can muster.  If he runs 

across an extremely long earthworm, he may pull so hard he nearly topples over but he 

won’t give up till he has extracted it all and eaten every scrap or taken it back to hungry 

mouths waiting at home. 

 When you pray, do you surface pray only – going through the motions, wandering 

here and there over a written or mental list of needs?  Or do you take time to listen to the 

Holy Spirit as He leads you to the heart of God where you can communicate and enter 

into prayer. God desires for us to fellowship with Him, not just talk to Him.  Sometimes 

that involves some persistent “digging in” and not letting go until we have reached the 

very throne of God. Time, listening, and persistence yield fruit.  When we allow the Holy 

Spirit to direct our prayers, He is able to not only lift to the throne the immediate 

concerns that are on our hearts, but also the deep down needs that we may not even be 

aware of. 

 Make your prayers “robin” prayers. 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  Romans 8:26(JBP): The Spirit also helps us in our 

present limitations.  For example, we do not know how to pray worthily, but his Spirit 

within us is actually praying for us in those agonizing longings which cannot find words.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


