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 PARABLE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD NUT 

(The Word and You) 

 

 Many of today’s Bible readers can be likened to our neighborhood squirrel.  He 

lives surrounded by oak and hickory trees aplenty with a bounty of acorns and nuts at his 

disposal – easy pickings for this uncontested king of the backyard.   

 One large oak tree holds a 1-gallon glass jar placed on its side with its opening 

next to a small wooden platform.  The jar is full of raw peanuts and at various times 

during the day, whether January or June, the squirrel can be seen inside the glass jar 

nibbling away. Now, the squirrel doesn’t like getting into the jar.  In fact, he sometimes 

brings his tiny prize out onto the platform and devours it there or carries it down to the 

ground and buries it never to be seen again or hurries back to his nest to share with some 

hungry mouths.  But he repeatedly makes the journey to the jar, counting the prize worth 

the cost.  The nuts are an easy meal – no digging, peeling, or cracking required. 

 Most of us come from a lifestyle that allows us to have ready access to God’s 

Word from a number of sources.  We have multiple Bibles and can hear the Word 

anytime day or night from the pulpit, television, radio, seminars, the internet, DVD’s and 

Ipods.  What do we do with these nuggets of truth we have so readily available?  Some 

we eat on the spot, feeding our hungry souls with much-needed fuel to sustain us 

throughout our demanding day.  Some we carry out into a world hungering for the 

precious truth we can give them.  Some we store away in our memory banks hoping we’ll 

be able to retrieve them when the need arises.  And some we simply bury never to be 

thought about again.  We may run across them again accidentally and remember that we 

had seen them once before but most of the time, they’re just read and forgotten about and 

never used at all. 

What are you doing with God’s Word:  Devouring it, hoarding it, sharing it, or burying 

it? 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:   Luke 11:33 (NIV): No one lights a lamp and puts it in 

a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl.  Instead he puts it on its stand, so that 

those who come in may see the light. 

  


