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PARABLE OF THE FANTASTIC FAN 

(Help for a Stagnant Heart) 

 

 I have a ceiling fan in my bedroom.  On a hot August night when even a sheet is too 

many covers and no breeze comes through the window, the fan lets me sleep.  How?  It makes 

the air move and moving air cools the skin.  The air was there all the time – no magic coolant has 

been added to it; it’s simply made to move.  I do that by putting into action a device designed to 

do just that – move the air. 

 Does your walk with the Lord seem a bit stagnant?   More like a rest stop than a walk?  

Are you suffocating in the heat and pressure of the dailyness of your life?  You know God is 

always with you because you believe His Word, but you don’t “feel it” like you used to.  You 

need a breath of fresh Spirit; you need to “turn on the fan.” 

 We fill up our calendars and palm pilots with all kinds of things that are important to us.  

What about a special time with the Lord?  Go look at your schedule right now.    How many days 

have a space marked, “Reserved for God?”  “Why, every Sunday is His,” you say; “And a time 

every morning when I get up and every evening when I go to bed.”  Oh, really?  Is Sunday truly 

spent in worship and listening to Him or just an excuse for getting away from work and the daily 

routine or an easing of conscience for neglecting God all week?  Is your prayer time true prayer 

or token prayer?  If the time you give to God were the time you give to your spouse or children 

or boss, what would that relationship be like?  Thriving or hurting? 

 You put other things that matter to you on your calendar.  Why not let God know your 

relationship with Him is important too? Take 24 hours some day next month and just like you 

can’t easily change a wedding date or a birthday celebration or a doctor’s or business 

appointment, try not to change this one.  A good time is 6PM Friday to 6PM Saturday.  If 

possible, go to some place away from home – a cabin, a hotel room, a tent.  Make sure people 

activity, phones and television will not disturb you.  Take your Bible, a pad of paper or journal, 

and a couple of pens.  The Lord may lead you to fast during these 24 hours also but if not, take 

just enough food and water to ward off the hungries.  Then turn it over to Him.  Listen.  You may 

fall asleep listening.  Sleep till He gets you up.  Then listen some more.  Write down the thoughts 

that come.  You will find yourself reading, writing, sleeping, talking, confessing, praising, 

singing, weeping, laughing – all part of the cool, refreshing breeze of the Holy Spirit which you 

have turned on by your decision to “come away.” 

 Try it – bet you can’t do it just once! 

 

 

 What the Word has to say:  Mark 6:31a: And he said unto them, “Come ye yourselves 

apart into a desert place, and rest a while..” 


